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From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


The Established Church of England. 


It has been a darling object with many persons, both 
at home and abroad, to extend the blessings of the es- 
tablished church of England to the United States But, 
as we covet neither episcopal jurisdiction, hierarchical 
despotism, unecriptural rites, non-resident clergy, nor 
formal worship, we have ever declined the proffered 
kindness, which would establish them in our Jand.—- 
Gach refusal has called down reproaches on our heads. 
Our aversion to an establishment has been mistakew for 
enmity to religion, it has been branded as a sign of 
the times, a proof that infidelity is chilling our hearts, 
desolating our churches, and corrupting society. In 
the bitter spirit of objurgation a writer in the London 
Quarterly Review for October last, attempts to show 
that religion has few altars and no home in the United 
States. For this purpose he cites Mr. Bristed, and on 
his authority the late President Dwight. The former, 
premising that we have *“*no system of tithes, no lay- 
patronage, no established national church,” adds, ** in 
oonsequence of this entire indifference on the part of 
the state government, full one third of our whole popu- 
lation are destitute of al] religious ordinances.”> This 
is an exaggeration; yet it is but too true, that very 
many are destifute of proper religious instruction ; and 
maty others are instructed more carefully in unprofita- 
hile doctrines and bewildering mysteries, than in the 
practical christian duties. We would gladly adopt 
sowe means to remetly this evil, to make the religious 
mstruction more edifying; to diffyse correct views of 
gospel truths; but we cannot think with Mr. Bristed, 
that a system of tithes, lay-patronage, and an establish- 
ed national church would abate this evil. For let us 
ask, if the evil is not as great,—nay, if it is not much 
greater, within the jurisdiction of the established na- 
tional church of England? This question we shall an- 
ewer by some statements, taken from the review above 
mentioned, and leave others to draw their conclusion, 
either for or egainst a church establishment.* 

**In the metropolis,” (of Great Britain) observes the 
reviewer, “* there are seren parishes, each containing 
from twenty to thirty thousand inhabitants more than 
their respective places of worship can contain ; siz in 
which the excess is frown thirty to forty thousand ; fwo 
m which it is from forty to fifty thousand ; and one par- 





ish, that of Mary-le-bone, which, with a population of | 


seventy-five thousand, has room in its church and chap- 


‘tions, than to an overbearing aristocracy, or the tyran- 


| church, and we do not believe any aid is required from 


five hundred and eighty thousand ; and in that of Ches- 
ter, for one million and forty thousand. This deficien- 
cy is greatest in growing towns and cities, the very pla- 
ces where religious instruction is more peculiarly re- 
quired.” “It appears from the official documents 
which he (Mr. Yates) bas collected and compared, that 
within the small circle of TEN MILES around London,* 
NINE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY SEVEN THOUSAND souls 
are ehnt ont from the common pastoral offices of the 
national religion.” 

Snch are the alarming statements of the reviewer, 
who is himself a staunch churchman, and who else- 
where says, ** the Americans will find, and at no very 
remote time, that the want of an adequate provision for 
the moral and religious instruction of the people,—that 
is to say, the want of an established church, —a circum- 
stance of which their short-sighted admirers have boast- 
ed as their peculiar happiness,—will bring upon them 
in its inevitable effects, worse evils than have ever been 
produced even by superstition itself! !°? But we must 
not attribute this deficiency of churches, and conse- 
quently of ‘* moral and religious instruction,” to any 
want of tithes, or of lay-patronage; for Englishmen, 
even in the bosom of the church, are taxed to their 
hearts’ content, both for church and estate. In fact. 
the revenues of the church would have been sufficient 
to build houses enough for worship, and support reli- 
gious teachers for all classes of society, if they had not 
been diverted into other channels, and given for the 
aggrandizement of a few. While, however, a selected 
number ere permitted to enjoy-priscely incowest from 
these revenves, and the great body of clergy are com- 
pelled to wear out their lives in poverty ; while a bish- 
op may keep his palace, and the curate must be con- 
tented with an humble cottage ; the people will call in 
vain for new churches and religious instruction. 

We have no such cumbrances and mockery of cor- 
rect institutions in America; and we venture to say, 
the time will never come, when so deplorable a picture 
of the deficiency of religious instruction, as that exhi- 
bited in the passage just quoted, will be found in any 
part of the United States. We hope ever to look to a 
higher source for the support of our religious institu- 


ny of a beneficed clergy. We think our religious con- 
cerns quite safe in the bands of the great head of the 


au earthly tribunal of aspiring men. We have no de- 
sire to build palaces for domineering ecclesiastics, nor 





els for only nine thousand. Nor is this deficiency con- 
fned to the metropolis. Liverpool, baving a popula 
tion of ninety-four thousand, can accommodate in the | 
churches only twenty-one thousand ; Manchester, with | 
seventy-nine thousend inhabitants, has churches only 
for eleven thousand. In the diocess of Wischestert 
accommodation is wanting for two hundred snd sixty- 
fve thousand persons, more than four fifths of ils 
whole population; in that of York,{ it is wanting for 





* These statements will be found in the London 
Quarterly Review, Vol. xxiii. Art. New Churches. 


* Mt may surprise some readers to hear, that not- 
withstanding this dearth of churches and religious in 
ftruction, the prelates receives incomes sufficient to 
tupply this deficiency, if properly employed. The 
Bishop of Winchester, Dr Brownlow North, bas from 
tis bishopric eighteen thousand pounds per aunum. 


t The Archbishop of York, Dr. Edward V. Vernon, 
bas from kis eee Courteen thousand pounds per suuum. 





any passion for paying taxes to give them salaries four 
‘times as large as that of the President of the United 
‘States. Englishmen may do this, and then complain, 
‘that millions among them are without the means of re- 
ligiovs instruction. But we will hold fast the simplici- 
ty and equality of our religious institutions, and rejoice 


ligious ordinances and worship; nor in that of the 
framers of the report to the Connecticut Society, who 
would have it appear, that ‘* fire millions of the people 
in the United States are destitute of competent reli- 
gious instruction,”» These reports are totally unsup- 
ported by facts. We have net room to enlatge, and 
therefore we wil] instance only two states, one in the 
eastern part of the union, and the other in the western. 
Together these may be consideted as afiording a fair 
medium for all the others. 

In Massachusetts there are about five hundred and 
twenty thousand inhabitants, and seven hundred regu- 
larly organized religious congregations ; making sever 
hundred and forty persons to each congregation, La 
Kentucky the number of inbabitants amounts to 
hundred and sixty-four thousand. In that state, in the 
year 1817, there were four hondred and thirty-one 
Baptist congregations. We have seen no returns of 
other denominations, but it is! “” sonable to suppose, 
that all the others together meq, at least as many 
the Baptists. We presume it is not to be credited, 
that in any one of the states, a single sect of any per- © 
suation is more numerous, than all the others. 

This would make in Kentucky somewhat less than 
six hundred and fifty-six persons to each congregation, 
And the average, according to this calculation, in Mas- 
sachusetts and Kentucky, will be, for each congrega- 
tion, six hundred and ninety-five. This, we think, may 
be considered a fair allowance for all the states when 
taken together. This calculation embraces, we are to 
understand, persons of al] ages and conditions. We 
know wot by what ratio the report above quoted was 
made out, but we do not suppose, that under any cir- 
cumstances it would be thought necessary, or even exs 
pedient, to have more than one religious teacher in a 
parish consieting of only six hundred and ninety-five in- 
habitants. And although there may not be a stated 
preacher in every congregation, yet a liberal allewance 
for vacancies will leave the ratio so small, as not essen- 
tially to affect the general results. Our argument is 
rather strengthened than weakened, by admitting the 
number of organized congregations greatly to exceed 
the number of preachers; for this fact shows, that the 
religious spirit and zeal of the people prompt them te 
unite in advancing the purposes of religious worship, 
even under the most unfavorable circumstances. 

That there are deficiencies in the means of religious 
instruction in many parts of our country, is not to be 
doubted, This is necessary in all new eountries, which 
are rapidly settling, and where the population is scat- 
tered. But to attribute this to any defect in our iusti- 
tutions, to a prevalence of irreligion among the people, 
or even to any growing indifference on this subject, 
shows as much weakness as ignorance. In the well 
settled parts of this country, and ip every part, where 





to see the light of christian truth, and the power of | 
christian principles, extending to every corner of our | 
immense empire, 

We put no reliance on the information of Dr. Dwight, | 
who * declared in 1812, that there were three mallions | 
of souls in the United States, entirely destitute of all re- 


* The Bishop of London, Dr. William Howley, has 
vine thousand pounds per annum, 


+ The Bishop of Durham, Dr. Shute Barrington, de- 
rives from his see twenty-four thousand pounds per an 
num. Yet many a curate in his diocess, is necessif Med 


loeal circumstances will perinit the people to form so- 
cieties for public worship, there is as much regard for 
the institutions and ordinances of religion, we do not 
hesitate to say, as in any christian country on earth. 
And we ate mortified and arhamed, that any should be 
found among us giving such distorted views of this sub- 
ject, as to putinto the hands of captions wnd cavilling 
foreigners the weapons of abuse ond mistepreoeentation, 
for which they tnumphantly quote our owf authority. 
Til we know ourselves and speak tenth, we can have. 
no claims te the respect of ethers. 


Lene | 


Innocence confers case and freedom on the mind; 











fo support himself om the ecanty pittance of forty 
pounds a year. 


and leayes it open to every pleting benration. 








a pa a a a 


Se: ae 


i a 


SSS 

















98 


—_- 


FOR THE UNIVERSALISE MAGAZINE. 





On withholding confidence in God, 
and placing it on ourselves. 


“ For my people hare commilled two erils ; theu hare 
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must all be, at best, but conjecture ; and they are, of the most efi tions ? Is it true that the wicked are 
course, continually exposed io the most treadful doubts generally speaking, 2 de wealthy, and happy 2s 
They examine and re-examine the ground of their hope, How shall we determine J if We go to the scripture: 
i. e. thetr good warks and the supposed holy exercises of we are 7—e that it will decide in our favor, but We are 
their aedenils ; and if these alfor! them a scanty taste of afraid this will not be sufficient to convince. Sole 

consolation, it is like the thirsty mau’s stooping to a! says, wisdom’s ** ways are ways of pleasantness, and 





inni ‘icious all her paths are peace. The curse of the Lora ics 
forsaken me, the fountain of living walers, and hewed | broken cistern aud just beginning to sip the delicious all her 7 i the Lord thts 


them out cisterns, broken cisterns, thal can hold no 
walter. —Jeremiah ii. 13. 


The two evils here mentioned are so henious that one 
would be ready to suppose nove but the most abandon- 
ed and irreligious of mankind could be guilty of them. 
But who are the people accused of them, in the text? 
My people, saith the Lord! They were the religious 
professors among the Jews; they were such as had 
once adhered to the Lord, for one of the charges against 
them, is that they had forsaken him. 

It is to be feared that these two sins, notwithstanding 
their heinousness, are those which the professed people 
of God have, in almost all ages, been particularly fond 
of committing. 

By forsaking the fountain of living waters, and mak- 


ing for ourselves cisterns to answer instead thereof, we 


are to understand withdrawing confidence from God, 
the Source of all good, and relying on our own works 
for the good that we need. This may be done in va- 
rious ways: Some idolators, for instance, never Jook to 
the Almighty for any favor, because they know him 
not; but trust entirely to gods of their own making for 
the blessings of time and eternity, Others acknowl- 
edge the existence of a Supreme Creator, and look to 
him for the supply of many of their wants, and to the 
inferior gods of their own workmanship, for the rest.— 
This was probably the case with the people mentioned 
in our text. People may also believe in one only God, 
worship him alone, look to him as the giver of ten thou- 
sand mercies, and yet in some concerns, the most mo- 
mentous of all, refuse to trust in him, and rely rather on 
their own selves and exertions. This is in one respect, 
and in an important one too, forsaking the Fountain of 
living waters, and making to themselves a cistern. Ev- 
ery system of religion which makes our immortal felici- 
ty, our eternal welfare to depend on our own feeble 
and erring exertions, is a renunciation of God as the 
Fountain of the waters of everlasting life, and an ac- 
knowledging of ourselves as the surer source of them. 

Is it not the fact that professors have too generally 
evinced an obstinate propensity to those two evils ?— 
They have represented that even the very goodness of 
God, from which comes every blessing, depends on our 
own conduct, and that we are to look to ourselyes for 
the moving cause of it; for they exhort and beseech us 
with the utmost earnestness to perform a certain work, 
in order fo make God our friend ! to make him merci- 
fultous! to win his favor! On what then do they 
rely for the love of God? On their own doings which 
procure it. How frequently do they urge us fo secure 
our elernal happiness before it be too late! and tell us 
that if we neglect to do it, it is irrevocably lost! This 
is but urging us to hew ourselves out a cistern to con- 
tain the waters of Jife ; and their entreaty of itself pre- 
supposes that they have already done this for them- 
selves, Alas, God’s people bave committed two evils ; 
they have forsaken him the Fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns. Yes, 
and we may name a third evil; they have exborted 
others to do the same! 

But all their cisterns are broken cisterns ; and broken 
gisterns can hold no water. The source of confidence 
to which they look, is not a living fountain; for when- 
ever those exertions on which they rely for the securing 
of their souls, grow languid, their hopes and confidence 


also subside. Nor can this source, from tbe nature of 


things, afford, even in the most plentiful season, sufii- 
cient to satisfy them; for those that trust to their own 
imperfect works for the very favor of God, can never 
know whether those works have been sufficiently good 
and abundant to answer the momentous purpose. It 


\waters, when, behold, they have sunk away ! Nor is the house of the wicked, but he blesseth the habitation 
\ibis all: like other men they are social beings, ond of the just.” Prov. iil. 17, 33. He also says, * the way’ 
their individual happiness !s inseparably connected with of transgressors is hard. > Prov. xiii. 15. Pay) Pays of 
that of others. Here their own works can afford them | the wicked, ** Their feet are swift to shed blood, De. 
no cowfort. They look around on their fellow-crea-: struction and misery are in their ways, and the Way of 
tures who they think are falling headlong into eternal peace have they not known. Indignation and wra 
perdition; and if they have hitherto wept for api, ep and anguish upon every soul of man that dos. 
selves, they now weep in agony for others. They can-!eth evil.” Do these scriptures convey the ides that 
not save them ; and they, alas will not save themselves. | the righteous are buffeted by adversity, and that the 
What consolation is there for them? wicRed are favored with prosperity? They certainly 

But let us realize that God is our Father, that his;do not. Let us take for instance one particular virtue, 
goodness is unchangeable, and that all his dispensations | viz industry, and see what the scriptures say about it, 
are directed not only to our good, but to the good of; Solomon says, “The hand of the diligent maketh rich; 
each of his creatures, and we shall know that He is the the thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenty; the 
Fountain of living waters of which we may drink to the; substance of a diligent man is precious; the soul of 
satisfying of our souls in every possible condition of the diligent shall be made fat; seest thou a man dili. 
life; in sickness, in sorrow, in hours of despondency ; gent in his business, he shall stand before kings, be: 
and in scenes of danger. MARCUS, shall not stand before mean men.’ Now any person 
that is so disposed can see that the scriptures teach us 
that our situation in this world is deterinined by our ac. 
tions here. It will be observed that Solomon speaks 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | positively and unambiguously in the passages which we 
have quoted. 

But after all, the objector may feel disposed to ask 
whether these seriptures are not to be understood ina 

Many people believe in that doctrine which teaches general sense. He may think that they were not in- 
that our heavenly Father will make us miserable in | tended to apply to every circumstance in the life of 
future state of existence, because they think that he is;man. Although they may be generally true, and, 
not equally good to mankind in this world. They | therefore, Solomon be correct in stating them, yet they . 
think that in the distribution of his blessings he treats may not be invariably so. He may inquire whetber it 
some better than he does others, and this idea they sig- | would not contradict our actual experience to apply 
nify by the term, ** Unequal Providence.” ‘Ihey do | them invariably. He may think that we sometimes see 
not say that he is unjust, or aby way unwise in doing | the honest, prudent, temperate man contending with 


—= 6 ana 


Unequal Providence. 





thus, for he will so deal with us in a future state as! ill-fortane and poverty. We must now ask the objec- 
that finally every one will bave been treated exactly ' tor whether he states these things from his own exper 
alike. They think that the wicked some times pros-jience, or from observations which he has made upom 
per while the righteous are assailed, disheartened, and|the experience of others. If he says,that he himself, be« 
overcome by ill fortune. ‘They think they bave seem|ing poor & unhappy, can testify to the truth of his ideas 
the virtuous man contending with every adverse cir- | from observations drawn from bis own experience, We 
cumstance. He was industrious, and temperate, and } would say that there is danger of his mistaking the true 
prudent, and careful, but al] this would avail nothing ; | state of things. And we think, that if he should enters 
fortune was against bim; she cramped his genius, gave | into a more particular examination, be would find that. 
him an expensive famity, poor business, amd a bad|his poverty and want of happiness originated, not im 
taste for it, brought him into debt to those who were | any inequality in the providence of God, but in a fault 
clamorous in demanding their mouey, and those into/of his own. He will very readily confess that he re= 
debt to him who were continually deferring payment, | ceives many blessings at the hand of God, and that her 
If he was for a little while successful and fortunate | can see many whose situation is far worse than his, and 
enough to accumulate a little wealth, it was only to be- | we will presume that he will say that in many things hé 
bold it vanish like the mists of darkness before the | bas come short of performing bis duty both to God and: 
break of day. While the wicked are wealthy although | man. And it may be the case with him, as it is wilh’ 
extravagant, healthy although intemperate, and in aj the most of us, that he is blind to some of his failings, ° 
word, happy although sinful. As they think it to be {end to some of the worst of them. 
no more than just that those who are wicked and pros- 
perous here should be miserable hereafter, and those 
who are righteous and unfortunate here should be hap- 
py hereafter; so they cannot think that all will be 
treated alike in a future world. This they sup- 
pose to be an incontrovertible argument, and irrefraga- 
ble proof against that doctrine which teaches that in a 
future state we shall all be dealt with impartially.— 


It is a propensity - 
common to all men to impute their want of successand 
happiness to any thing bezide a fault of their own, and: 
this propensity grows stronger as we grow more wickeds — 
Could we this moment settle the account, and strike 
the balance, we think that it weuld not be in our favor. 
lnstead of our situation’s being worse than our actions, 
it would be proved, that if there be any difference, out 
actions are worse than our situation. No one is pe — 
Mhis idea does not belong exclusively to the vulgar; it fect, in this world, and, therefore, no one is perfectly , 
is the sentiment of many of our preachers who are re- happy here, but we always are as Lappy as we are 
spected for learning, talents and virtue; and they of-|good, If the objector will minutely examine bis cone 
ten use it to oppose what we cal] the doctrine of im-|dact, we think that he will acquiesce witb us in the 
partial grace and salvation. When superficially | idea, that his condition is determined by his actions. 
viewed, it appears to many qnile plausible, and itis} Should he found his objection to what has been ssid 
certainly the strong bold of our opponents, for they al- | upon the observations which he has made upon the ex- 
ways resort to it, when they find the scriptures fail of | perience of ethers, allowing that his condition has been 
helping them. determined by his actions, but contending that there 
are those who, although good, are unbappy.and nnsue- 
cestful, we should call his attention to the great liability 


But let us inquire if their opinion concerning this 
eulject be correct. Is it true that good people sufer 
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ece-es of the heurt so os to Know what joys or sorrows 


abide there. 
exterial appearances, and cannot, therefore, be a very 


The objection is founded entirely upon 


weighty one. A man may be poor, but if he have vir- 
tue he can be bappier in the midst of bis poverty, than 
the drunkard with bis liquors, the glutton at his table, 
or the king upon his throne. He has nothing with 


which to reproach himself, A contented mind makes | 


Caomy vot more than we bie iy Une work). None 
would be perfectly or endlessly happy, & none would b« 
entirely or eternally miserable ‘Lhe future stite woute 
he exactly such on one as this, and there sight b 
some there, earnestly contending for the wea of ** un- 
equal Providence.” 

In this essay we bave confined ourselves entirely to 
Maukind often 


suffer from physical causes; and this suffering, their 


the recompense of our mioral actions, 





moral actions have no agency in producing. Many | 





. praying io the Lord of the bervest that he would send 
opt labercrs.? We were rejoiced to learn that a num- 
ber of young men, of prowising piety and talents, with- 
ia the bounds of this association, have devoted them- 
celves to the work of * the ministry of reconciliation, to 
wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
hisncself,? 

Our public meetings were graced with the presence 
of the * Head of the Chorch,’ whose presence is life.— 
A respect.ble number assembled to hear the * Word of 


his homely fare richer and sweeter than the choicest vi- | have affirmed that some suffer much more tian others! life,’ and seemed, by their solemn and devout attention, 


ands that ever loaded the tables of the weallby. If be 
reflects, it is with pleasure ; if he sleeps, it is in peace. 
No forebodings of evil disturb his unrifled mind, no ap- 


His 


{ 


brai ling: ofa guilty conscience, his sweet repose, 


poverty is not to him what it would be to the gambler much as one who, to all appearance, is measurenbly 


or prodigal who bad wasted his substance in riotous 
living. These remarks certainly possess some reason, 
an? they are made upon the supposition that a virtuous 


But this is an affirmation that can be as 
easily disproved as proved. ‘ibe subject affords but 
little data trom which we can argue. ‘Those that ap- 
pear to Us to be suffering the wost, may not suffer so 


in this way. 


happy. Many people of fiue prospects, of large prop- 
/erty, of good reputation, and who were thought to be 
| very cheerful and happy, have hurried themselves from 





to say, * How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that preacheth the gospel of peace.” We could 
exclaim with the Psalmist, ‘ How amiable are thy tab- 
ernacles, O Lord of hosts. Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house, they shall be still praising thee.’ 

While we congratulate you, brethren, on the subject 
of Zion's prosperity, the spread of the gospel, and the 
consequent joy to thonsands of our fellow men, who 


man may be poor This however is not generally the |existence by the commission of suicide. But it is a di- {have long sat im the darkness of error, and in the region 
r ; Yi " . ‘ 4 4 | ar . u 

care, Ifa man add to his other virtues that of industry, | vine truth, that our sufferings how soever severe they ,of the ‘ prraegrre es of death,’ but who now, by the 

and prudence, he seldom, if ever, fails of obtaining a, muy be, are intended for and wil] produce our good.—~ |‘ ministration of life,’ are enabled to rejoice * with joy 


competent portion of this world’s goods. 


| ‘here are sufferings of every character. And as every | 


unspeakable and full of glory,’ we would most affec- 


It is believed that it is correct, that a virtuous man | degree of suffering produces a corresponding good, no tionately call your attention to some of the importante 


never murmurs at his situation, or thinks that he is not 
rewarded for his virtue. He sees no one whom he en- 
vies, or with whom he would wish to exchange situa- 
tions. But there is a blind, envious principles in many 
ef us, which often induces us to think that others have 
more favors thon they ought, considering their charac- 
ter, and we less, considering ours; and this seeming 
disproportion is immediately attributed to an inequality 
in the providence of God. ‘Tradition drives us to seek 
restitution in a future state, where it flatters us we 
shall be exalted and others debased. Although noth- 
ing can be more foolisb, or much worse, yet the most 
of us have fallen into this error. Our Saviour’ uncov- 
ered this deadly disposition in some of the parables 
which he spake, when on earth, and maintained the 
equality of God's providence in bringing these mur- 
muring, envious souls to suffer the just retribution of 
their folly. Truly did the prophet say, ‘** the wisdom 
of their wise men shall perish ;°° for some of those who 
make the greatest pretensions to wisdom and prudence, 
have contended for a torment in a future state, to 
make up for what, if in existence, may be termed, with. 
out any perversion of language, the deficiences of Di- 
vine Providence in this. This doctrine has been held 
up as the guardian of the public morals, whereas it 
tends to nothing but to gratify and increase the pride 
of the human heart. The providence of God, like all 
things else of his, is perfect. It rewards us according 
to our actions ; and it argues no little want of modesty 
m any one to talk of the inequality of the providence 
of that Being, ** who is good to all, and whose tender 
mercies are over all his works.” 

What a strange infatuation is that which has seized 
the minds of many, and which compels them to make 
vse of any thing and every thing, that bappens to fal! 
in their way, to give proof to the idea that God will 
torment some of his creatures in another state of being. 
We are willing to suppose for one moment that the 
providence of God is unequal ; but can we dispose of 
the idea no better than to make it a pretext for him to 
torment mankind in another wotld? Who was the 


author of this inequality in God’s providence, but God 


himself? Hence the doctrine of future punishment ap- 
pears ss unjust and wicked, when coupled with the 
idea of ‘* unequal Providence,” as withoutit. But if 
we go still further, and allow that God is not only une- 
qually good jn this world, but that he will punish and 
reward in apother world, so as that finally all will have 
been served alike, it will fail of supporting the common 
idea of future torment. For to make those who have 


been miserable here to enjoy as much happiness in 
avother world as those shal] suffer misery, who have 
been happy here (and we believe this is (he general 
idea of the subject) would take but a dew years, cer- i 


}argument can be derived in favor of the doctrine of fu- 
| ture torment from its existence. RICHARDS, 


—t GD) oa 





Extract from the proceedings of the 


Northern Association of Universalists, in the year of. 
our Lord, 1822. 


The members of the Northern Association of Univer- 
salists met in council, according to appointment, at the 
house of Br. James Hale, in Barre, Vt. on Tuesday ev- 
ening, the first of Oct. 1822; and after uniting in sol- | 
emn and devout prayer with Br. Bartlett, organized, | 
| by choosing — 

Br. John E. Palmer, Moderator. 
Br. Samuel C, Loveland, Clerk. 
Br. Robert Bartlett, Assistant Clerk. 

Proceeded to read the letters from the several Socie- 
ties in fellowship with this Association, anid found them 
expressive of good tidings. . 

EPISTLE. 
The Northern Association of Unirersalists to their 
brethren in the fatth of Universal Salvation, sendeth 
the Christian salutation, 


BRETHREN—Through the goodness of God, who ‘is 
good to ALL,’’ and whose * tender mercies are over 
ALL his works,” we have been permitted to enjoy one 
more annual association. We again rejoice to be made 
the happy instruments to communicate to you ** good 
tidings of good.”’ It will be joyous to you to learn that 
the Lord was with us of a truth; and to be made ac- 
quainted with the spread of the doctrine of ** God our 
Saviour,” will be refreshing and encouraging to your 
minds, 

A goodly number of the ministering brethren, with 
many of our brethren as delegates from the several so- 
cieties in our connexion, met in council, In our de- 
liberstions and consultations, we were favored of the 
Lord, to ** Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” We were ena- 
bled to realize that ‘the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, goodness, faith.’ We could ex- 
ult in the language of the apostle, ‘ God, who is rich 
in mercy, hath raised us up together, and made us to 
eit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

The reports from the socivties comprising the asso- 
ciation, and the information received from various parts 
of the Lord's vineyard; was truly pleasing aud gladsome 
to our hearts, Some new societies were added, and 
we received information of the existence of » number 
not yet received into fellowship. We were made sen- 
sible that the * harvest truly is plenteous, and the Ja 
borers are fiw,” end felt, we trust, the importance of 








duties of our holy religion. 

Our heavenly Father has been graciously pleased to 
give us his * Word’ to be ‘a light to our feet and a 
lamp to our path.’ Here, brethren, we are made ac- 
quainted with the * whole duty of man,’ Let us, like 
the Bereans, search the scriptures daily, and follow 
their instruction. We seriously recommend to you, 
who are parents and heads of families, the practice of 
reading the scriptures daily in your families. Have we 
not reason to believe, that we should often, while sit- 
ting in the midst of our dear children, and friends, 
composing the family cirele, and reading the records of 
truth, feel our hearts touched with a grateful sense of 
the ‘love of God in Christ Jesus,’ and be lead to pour 
out our souls in solemn and devout prayer and praises 
to the God of our salvation ? 

Prayer is an important duty; our blessed Master has 
taught ys we ‘ought always to pray and not to faint.” 
We lave great encouragement to engage and persevere 
in this delightful employment of drawing nigh to God 
with a true heart, in fervent * supplicationjand prayers 
for all men, for this is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Saviour, who wil] have all men to be saved, 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth,’ 

Brethren—* Forsake not the assembling of yourselves 
together es the manner of someis.’ Public worehip is 
of vital importance to the welfare of the community, 
and the future moral character of our offspring. Let 
them be taught by parenial example, and their morals 
formed by the precepts of Jesus. If you cannot be fa- 
vored with the labors of brethren in the ministry, meet 
on the Sabbath and unite in prayer, in singing God's 
praise, reading the bible, and brotherly exhortations,— 
For your encouragement in this laudable practice, you 
have the example of believers in the purest age of 
Christianity. Of this you will be fully satisfied by a 
careful attention to the writings of the apostles of 
Christ. And you have the sure promise of Christ, that 
‘ where two or three are gathered together in wy name, 
there am | ip the midst of them.’ Relying on this pro- 
mise, let us ‘speak offen, one to another, striving for 
the things that make for peace, and things whereby one 
may edify another.’ 

* Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are love- 
ly, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things.” Always bearing in mind that we are called to 
‘glory and virtue.’ That the grace of God, whic hs 
hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men, teacheth us 
to deny ungodliness and every worldly lust; to live so- 
berly, righteously and godly in this preseot world. 

2 bat our christian uretlren, who are honestly opposed: 
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to the glorious truth we Lave been enabled to see end 
hear testimony in favor of, ‘that the Father sent the 
‘Son to be the Saviour of the world,’ may be convinced, 
thai our ‘faith works by love and purifies the heart,’ 
let 
meekness and gentleness of the gospel; duly regarding 


fhe exhortation of the apostle, to ‘sanctify the Lord. 


God in your hearts; and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear: Havinga 


good conscience, that whereas they speak evil of you, | 
as of evil-dovrs, they may be ashamed that falsely ac- | 


cuse your good conversation in Christ,” 
* Now the God of peace that brought again from the 


dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, | 


.s exercise towards them, and all mankind, the | 
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kingdom on earth that cares to molest us. How envi- 
We indeed hear of wars and ru- 


able is our situation! 
wide Atlantic, 


mors of wars ; but they are beyond the 
“and raise not one alarm or apprehension for ourselver. 
We contemplate the formidable strength which our 
country has acquired, and our hearts are at ease. At 


all the powers of the globe; and as despised as the 
once was among them for her feebleness and insignifi- 
cance, she is now risen toa station, from which she 
may bid a confident defiance to all their attempts at 
invasion or conquest, and andauntedly look the proud- 
‘est of them in the face. Consider the vast extent of 
‘her spreading territories. ‘The Almighty has now 
stretched them from the wintry regions of the northern 


through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make i Jakes to the perpetual summer of the Mexican Gelph, 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working and from the shores of the Atlantic. to the unexplored 
in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through } wildernesses of the Missouri. Her throne is half a con- 


Jesus Christ. 


Amen.’ By order of the Association, 


JOHN FE, PALMER, 


re (J) Om 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Part of a Thanksgiving Sermon. 


When I reflect, brethren ond friends, that we are 
called together to give public thanks to Almighty God, 
for the particular blessing which he has bestowed on 
our nation and state, through the past year, as well as 
on us individuals, when | look aroun: and contem- 
place the face of our country, and behold what those 
blessings are, how numerous, how great, how fully ade- 
quate to aj] our wants, and overflowing in their abun 
bance, I can think of ne words to address you with, so 
appropriate as those which the Psalmist once addressed 
to the city of Jerusalem : ** Praise the Lord, O Jeru- 
salem ; Praise thy God, O Zion ; for he hath strength- 
ened the bars of thy gates ; he hath blessed thy children 
within thee. He maketh peace in thy borders, and /fill- 
eth thee with the finest of wheat.” Ps. exlvii. 12, 13, 14. 

Before applying this text to the present occasion, 
however, it may be proper to explain the figurative ex- 
pression, * strengthened the bars of thy gales >” 

Jerusalem, which included Zion, was on all sides en- 
closed, like other cities of old times, with vast walls, 
so solid and strong that not even a powerful army could 
break through them without « labor of many days ; and 
so high as to shelter the town from all the warlike in- 
struments then in use. The gates afforded the only 
speedy way of approach. If these were weak, an ene- 
my’s force might batter them down, rush in, and take 
the inbabitants by surprize, carrying death along, and 
spreading desolation around, Much of the security of 
the city consisted in the efr-igth of its gates; for so 
long as these remained strong and unbroken, and the 
walls properly guarded, the citizens sat down in con- 
scious safety, fearing no danger, even though a hostile 
army were encamped without, The streugthening of 
the bars of her gates may therefore be understood as a 
figurative expression, signifying the increase of strength 
and security of all kinds, which God bas been pleased 
to afford the city against such enemies as should at- 
tempt to invade it. 

May we not apply this text to our own country, and 
call on her to praise the Lord for the several reasons 
which were bere urged upon Jerusalem? Hath not 
God wonderfully strengthened the defences of our na- 
tion, and blessed her children within her? Hath he 
not made peace in ber borders, and Giled her with the 
finest of wheat? God forbid that we should be un- 
mindful of those national blessings which he bas literally 
showered upon us, so that our minds are overpowered 
in attempting to count their nua.ber, or realize their 
magnitude, 

We all sit down in tranquil confidence under our 
own vines and fig-trees, aud realize (hat there is not a 





To who » be glory for ever and ever.— | tinent. 


Her children are increasing in number beyond 
example in modern ages, and her realm is fast populat- 
ing. God has given ber millions of hardy, free-born 
sons, whose hearts are devoted to her welfare, and 
who, like the mighty ancient, have been sworn in their 
infancy to eterna) hatred to despotism and slavery.— 
They stand ready to protect her at the expense of 
their fortunes and their lives. Let foreign foes ap- 
proach our coasts, and you will behold them gathering 
like tempests from the North and the Sonth, the East 


and the West, to ** give them hail-stones for rain,’’ and 
drive them to their homes. 


How abundantly hath God multiplied the means of 
our defence, and strengthened our security ! 

But it is not merely by the increase of the actual ef- 
fective powers of our country, that the Lord has 
strengthened us against the ambition and envy of other 
The coo], undaunted courage which he has 
breathed into the hearts of our countrymen in former 
conflicts, the overpowering valor with which he animat- 
ed them, and above all, the almost miraculous success 
with which he led them on to victory in the day of bat- 
tle, strike a fear into our enemics which no numbers 
could produce. Has the world, think you, forgotton 
the terrible deeds of our little navy in those days when 
her ships poured forth unintermitting torrents of fiery 
destruction, Uli even their experienced and veteran op- 
ponents thought them in dames? 


nations, 


The very recollec- 
tion of the desperate determination and unerring skill 
with which ourseamen have vanquished (the choicest 
powers of the maritime world, is a greater safeguard to 
our coasts than a hundred ships of the Jine. In us it 
inspires confidence; but in our foes, dismay. They 
have made the trial, time after time; and time after 
time have they found themselves unequal to the com- 


bat. They must have learned caution by the things 
they have suffered, 


Nor is it the prowess of our seamen alone, that has 
encircled our Jand with a halo of glory for a wall of de- 
fence: the world has not yet forgotton those dreadful 
fields of carnage, where the Lord of Sabaoth seemed to 
preside over our armies as be did in old times over the 
host of Israel. No, if still remembers the power he 
shewed forth on the plains of Chippewa, Erie, Bridge- 
water and Plattsburgh where the bravest and best dis- 
ciplined troops that Europe could bring te the charge 
The 
fields of Orleans are a tremendous witness that God is 


were routed and put to fight or taken prisoners, 


with ws, watching over our gates to strengthen them e- 
} mention these 
things not barely to show that heaven has abundantly 


gainst the forces of our oppasers. 


prospered ws; but to remind you that so Jong as our 
successes are remembered, our foes must stand in fear. 

We, my brethren, feel that we are secure, We fear 
the approach of no foreign power. We rejoice in our 
safety. But amidst our rejoicing, let us not for 


whom we owe our blessings. 








Strengthened the bars of our gates. MARCUS. 


this moment, she presents a tremendous appearance to; 





And shuts the sceue. 


Forever free. 





SELECTED. 


froma review of Winter, 


Behold fond man! 


Ah! whither now 


Immortal, never-failing friend of man, 
His guide to happiness on high. 
‘Tis come, the glorious morn! the second birth 
Of heaven and earth ! awak’ning nature hears 
The new creating word : and starts to life, 


The great eternal scheme, 


Involving all, and in a perfect whole 
Uniting, as the prospect wider spreads, 
To reason’s eye refined clears up apace. 
Ye vainly wise ! ye blind presumptuous ! now, 
Confounded in the dust, adore that Power, 
And wisdom oft arreign’d ; see now the cause, 
Why unassuming worth in secret lived, 
And died neglected ; why the good man’s share 
In life, was gall and bitterness of soul ; 
Why the lone widow and her orphans pined 
In starving solitude ; while luxury, 

In palaces, lay straining her lew thought, 


To form unreal wants ; why heaven-born truth, 
And moderation fair, wore the red marks 


Of superstition’s scourge : why licens’d paia, 
That cruel spoiler, that embosom’d foe, 
Embitter’d all our bliss. 
Ye noble few ! who bere unbending stand 

Beneath life’s pressure, yet bear up awhile 

And what your bounded view, which only saw 
A little part, deem’d evil, is no more : 
The storms of wintry time will quickly pass, 
And one unbounded spring encircle all. 


——=ED 0: 0 ane 


(FP NOTICE. 


*Tis done ! dread winter spreads his Jatest glooms, 


And reigns tremendous o'er the conquer’d year. 
| How dead the vegetable kingdom lies! 


How dumb the tuneful ! Horror wide extends 
His desolate domain. 
See here thy pictured life : pass some few years, 

Thy flow’ring spring, thy summer's ardent strength; 
Thy sober autumn fading into age, 
And pale concluding winter comes at last, 


are fled, 


Those dreams of greatness ? Those unsolid hopes 
Of happiness ? those longings after fame ? 
Those restless cares? those busy bustling days ? 
Those gay-spent festive nights ? those veering thonghis 
Lost between good and i}|, that shared thy life? 
All now are vanished ! Virtue sole survives, 


And see! 


In ev'ry heighten’d form, from pain and death 


Ye good distressed ! 


THomsoy. 


— 
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Reflections on a Future State, 7 


: 


The Meeting-House, belonging to the ‘ First Univet- 
sulist Society, in Cambridgeport,’ will be Dedicated to 
the service of the Supreme God, on Wednesday next 
Services to commence at 11 o’clock precisely. 





Sherburn. 








MARRIED, 


DIED, 


jeircle of friends. 


Li 


In this city, By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Joseph Hills » 
to Miss Sarab Knott. 
Mr. Stephen Gulliver, to Miss Mary Lincoln Bayley. 
By the Rev. Mr. Swith, Mr. Joel Richardson to Mrs 
Abigail Vhayer. | 
Mr. Justin Lord to Miss Catherine Emily Bradley 
Mr. John Waldron to Miss Pamelia Thayer; Mr. Jacob 
Hillto Mre. Jerusha Miles; Mr. William Badger, jr. 0 
Miss Ejizabeth H. Richardson; Mr. Levi W right to, 
Mi-s Mary Berthune. 
In Wrentham, (Mass.) on Monday evening last, by 
the Rev. Mr. Killem, Mr. Silas Metcalf to Miss Nancy 


| Inthis city, 28th ult. Mr. Nathaniel Alley, aged 45. 
; bet to Mr, A. was a useful member of society, and his death » 
It is the Lord that hath }is decply lamented by a large family and numerous 

















































































